
September 26, 2017 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

September 26, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene 

Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Chad Martin, Jennifer 

Bowles, Sharon Hodge and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Finance Director 

Linda Conover, Water Resources Director Andy Lash, Electric Department Director Durwin 

Joyce and Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher.   

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 6:30 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council 

Member Hodge with a 4-0 vote (Council Member Bowles arrived following the vote at 

approximately 6:40pm), Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: 

(A) appointments to boards and commissions as authorized by Subsection 1, (B) discussion 

concerning a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing business or 

industry where no previous announcement has been made of the business’ or industry’s 

interest in locating or expending it’s facility in the community, as authorized by Subsection 5, 

and (C) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or 

consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring 

the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  Council 

returned to regular session at 7:30pm.  Mayor Teague noted that Closed Session was in recess 

and would resume after the meeting.   

Vice Mayor Martin made a motion to appoint Carol Kendrick to the Henry County-

Martinsville Joint Social Services Board for an unexpired 4-year term ending May 31, 2018.  

The Motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  

Following the invocation by Vice Mayor Martin and Pledge to the American Flag, Teague 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes of the September 5, 2017 Work Session and September 12, 

2017 Council Meeting -  Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the minutes as 

presented; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in 

favor. 

Hear an overview of the September 25, 2017 Druid Hills/Uptown area neighborhood tour 

and meeting – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the neighborhood tour and meeting 

including the properties visited and the property maintenance report.   

Presentation of proclamation recognizing October, 2017 as Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month – Vice Mayor Martin read the proclamation and Council presented it to representatives 
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from the Southside Survivor’s Response Center who were in attendance.   Representatives 

thanked Council for their continued support.   

 

Hear a staff update on operations of the City’s Electric and Water Resources Departments 

covering the 6 month period from January, 2017 through June, 2017 –  Andy Lash, Water 

Resources Director and Durwin Joyce, Electric Department Director updated Council on 

revenue and expenditures, new equipment, ongoing projects and more.  Lash confirmed that 

the new water meters are working well.  City Manager Towarnicki explained that there were 

over 100 calls made alerting customers of a potential water leak because of notification 

through the new meter system and that a system for customers to view water or electric usage 

during the month could be an option in the future.  Council had discussions on solar options 

and market power rates.  Council discussed the accuracy of the electric meters and how that 

has affected revenue and cost effectiveness of the project.  Mayor Teague asked of the 24 

power outages, could Joyce provide them a timeline on how long it took power to be restored 

for each outage.  Towarnicki said beginning January 2018 the City has contracted with 

Faneuil to handle after-hours calls.    
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Consider approval on second reading, amendments to Chapter 5, “Animals and Fowl”, of 

the Martinsville City Code – City Attorney Monday explained due to discussions with Officer 

Stone as well as employees of the local SPCA, some changes were made to the Ordinance.  

Monday summarized those changes for Council.  Mayor Teague invited representatives from 

the SPCA to voice their concerns and suggestions related to the ordinance. Animal Control 

Officer E.C. Stone was also present to answer questions on the proposed changes.  Glen 

Powell voiced concerns about doghouses and heat, comparing the doghouse to a sweatbox in 

extreme heat and requested specific language of the ordinance be adjusted.  Patrick Wright 

questioned why anyone would use a large chain on a dog.  Council Member Bowles made a 

motion to approve the ordinance as amended with changes discussed during the meeting.  

Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with the following roll call vote:  Martin, aye; 

Bowles, aye; Lawson, aye; Hodge, aye; and Teague, aye.   
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve 

the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion.  City 

Manager Towarnicki explained that once the final audit is complete the school board would 

have access to additional funds for capital as requested and approved at a previous work 

session.  All Council voted in favor.   
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Business from the Floor – no one approached the podium 

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Hodge thanked Council for 

accommodating her work schedule and allowing her to participate in the meetings 

electronically.  Council Member Lawson shared upcoming events including the Martinsville 

High School Marching Band Fundraiser, Grace Presbyterian Church Community Day, 

Martinsville OctoberFest and Hazardous Waste Day.  Council Member Bowles offered prayers 

to Tony Davis’s family and congratulated Tonya Jones of the School Board who was awarded 

Assistant Principal of the Year in Rockingham County.  Bowles talked about the Go Virginia 

program explaining the biggest issue across all regions is workforce preparation and 

education.  She congratulated Martinsville Speedway for their first race under the lights.  

Bowles also shared information on the Lobster Fest sponsored by the Rotary Club.  Vice Mayor 

Martin said Mount Sinai is offering an Elections Matter conference and a candidates forum.  
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Mayor Teague said all Council Members and City Manager Towarnicki would be attending the 

VML Annual Conference next week.  

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki thanked Council for recognizing 

Tony Davis and his family after the tragic accident earlier in the day and thanked the County 

for offering a moment of silence in Davis’s memory.  Towarnicki recognized Leonard Gilbert, a 

long-term retired Public Works employee who passed away recently as well as Frank Frazier, a 

former DuPont Manager who served on numerous City Boards.   

City Attorney Monday said he has been asked to speak at an upcoming VML seminar 

and is honored.   

The regular meeting adjourned at approximately 9:15pm and Council returned to 

Closed Session.   

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) 

only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said 

Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the 

Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made 

by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council Member Hodge, with all Council Members 

voting in agreement. 

Council Member Bowles made a motion to appoint James Hyler to the School Board; 

Council Member Hodge seconded the motion and the motion failed to pass with a 2-3 vote: 

Bowles, aye; Hodge, aye; Teague, nay; Martin, nay; Lawson, nay.  Council Member Lawson 

made a motion to appoint Andy Hall to the School Board for an unexpired 3-year term ending 

June 30, 2018; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion and the motion passed with all 

Council Members voting in favor.  

There being no further business, Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn 

the meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 11:10pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


